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Our goal...

Guide the state with focus and 
determination at the master plan level in 
developing the supports necessary to 
ensure educational opportunities for 
emerging bilingual students, ensuring 
their academic success.



The Objectives

 Identify the benefits of 
bilingual education, academic 
development, and bilingualism 
for children that are dually 
identified
 Explore the linguistic and 

academic supports of dually 
identified students in PK-12th 
grade classrooms



Topics

Bilingual Education in Texas

The Academic and Language Benefits for Dually Identified Students

Impact on personal and social development

Resources for Parents and Families

Closing



Bilingual Education in Texas



Education in Texas

State
(1)

Region
(20)

District
(1,202)

School
(8,872)

Classroom
(334,653)

Student
(5,493,940)

99% of school districts provide 
services to emerging bilingual 

students

24% are emerging bilingual students
Over 1.3 Million



Emergent Bilingual Students in Texas
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23.0% 24.3%

# of Emergent Bilingual students % of Emergent Bilingual students compared to all students



The population of dually identified students

775K
Students 
with Special 
Education 
Services

1.35M
Emergent 

Bilingual 
Students

179K
Dually 

Identified 
Students



Bilingual Education Programs

Resources for parents and families on the 
website TXEL.org



Approved Programs in Texas

Bilingual programs promote academic success by respecting the 
home language of the student.

 Districts with 20 Same-
Language Students at 
the Same PK-12 Level 
Implement a Bilingual 
Program.

 Districts with fewer 
than 20 students with 
the same language at 
the same PK-12 level 
implement an ESL 
program



The Academic and Language Benefits for 
Dually Identified Students



Academic and Linguistic Benefits

IMPROVED COGNITIVE 
AND PROBLEM-SOLVING 

SKILLS

LEARNING ADVANTAGES 
IN ALL SUBJECTS

LANGUAGE 
ADVANCEMENT IN TWO 

LANGUAGES

SUPPORTS THE SPECIAL 
NEEDS OF DISABILITY



Academic and Linguistic Benefits

The research supports the participation of dually identified students in bilingual programs for long-
term academic achievement,  

Respects language, identity, and disability. 

Increases self-esteem and motivation to learn content and develop academic language. 



Resources for Parents and 
Families



Additional Resources for Parents and Families

TXEL.ORG
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¡Mil gracias! Thank you!

FINAL THOUGHTS CONTACT

Division of Support for 
Emerging Bilingual 

Students

EmergentBilingualSupport
@tea.texas.gov 

TXEL.org

Policy and Technical Assistance 
Manager for Bilingual Programs

Dr. Xóchitl Anabel Rocha Contact SPEDTex with 
questions about special 

education! 

SPEDTEX.ORG

mailto:EmergentBilingualSupport@tea.texas.gov
mailto:EmergentBilingualSupport@tea.texas.gov
http://txel.org/
mailto:inquire@spedtex.org
https://www.spedtex.org/
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